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Louisville has become Cinderella in cleats
Brandon Vogel / FOXSports.com
Posted: 17 hours ago
Before the brand new collapsible goalposts at Papa John's Cardinal Stadium could
even reach the ground last week following Louisville's 44-34 victory over West
Virginia, college football fans across the country were already debating the
Cardinals’ place in the national title picture.
Would Louisville leap Florida in the BCS rankings? Photo gallery ...
Last week's best
Does any Big East team have a resumé worthy of title
game consideration?
Will the SEC be penalized again for being the toughest
conference in the country?
Louisville did overtake Florida in the latest BCS rankings,
stoking the fire burning beneath the title game debate and
bringing sports talk across the country to a boil. ® Scores
But through all the strength of schedule and common 1. Ohio State - Idle
opponents hemming and hawing, one thing seemed 2. USC, at UCLA
conspicuously absent: our traditional love of the underdog. | 3. Michigan - Idle
4, Florida, vs. Arkansas
This is still America, after all: The birthplace of the i g o AR
Revolution, Bluto's Pearl Harbor speech and the 5-12 6. Loulsviile, vs. Connecticu
upset. 7. Wisconsin - Idle
8t. Oklahoma, vs. Nebraska
8t. Arkansas, vs. Florida
With each passing year the NCAA men's basketball 10. Boise State - Idle
tournament becomes less about crowning a champion and | 11, Auburn - Idle
more about seeing if David State can knock off Goliath U. 12. Notre Dame - Idle
Docurnenting the fate of _basketbalt "mid-majors" has 13. Rutgers, at West Virginia
become its own cottage industry, and schools such as 14. Virginia Tech - Idle
Valparaiso, Hampton and R_ichmond are reborn every 15. West Virginia, vs. Rutgers
March, whether they're playing or not. 16. Wake Forest, vs. Georgia Tech
17t. Tennessee - Idle
While we're all eager to try and make the glass sneaker fit | 17t. Texas - Idle
each spring, it doesn't feel like we're quite ready for a 19. Nebraska, vs. Oklahoma
Cinderella in cleats. 20. Brigham Young - Idle
21. California, vs. Stanford
Wh 12 22. Texas A&M - Idle
Y R 23. Georgia Tech, vs. Wake Forest
24, Hawaii, vs. Oregon State
Proponents of a college football playoff often cite the Big 25. Boston College - Idle
Dance as the model for the excitement a full-fledged
tournament could bring to the college gridiron. But whether or not we ever actually get that winter formal, this
year may prove that we have to be prepared for a relative newcomer to crash the party.
In 1992, the NCAA trimmed the number of scholarships available to D1-A teams from 95 to 85, effectively
ending the days of the eight-man-deep depth chart that had kept schools such as Miami and Nebraska
constantly in the hunt and introducing parity as the newest hot topic in college football.
But even with the reduced numbers, since 1992 no team has won a share of the national title with an all-time
winning percentage of less than .610. Over the same time span on the hardwood that number drops to .520
which may help explain the controversy currently surrounding the Louisville football team.
If college basketball is a meritocracy, then college football is a plutocracy run by the Wolverines, Longhorns
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and Trojans of the workd. As college football fans we've slways wanied redition, fight songs we can hum
along to and uniformes that havent changed since Keith Jackson was calling Pac-8 games

But it might ba tirme for & changa,

Should Lowsyille run e table and win the national file, they would become the team with the lowest all-ime
winning peecentags to do so n the pasl 25 years. A vadilabla new kid on the Block

Sure the Cardinals stered the season as the 13th-renked eam n the country and evenyons knew Bat wih
Wl schadiule hey would be a pan of the chisse, but just Tour yesrs ago they inkshed fourth in Conferencs
UEA and got smokad by Marshall in the GMAC Bowd 38-15

And if the idea of Louiswilla getting 2 shiot to wan it all s considensd controversial. than the notion that Rutgars
cold anask in there should they finish undelested with viclories over Louisville and West Virginia might
saam downnight iBughabla.

The prevailing thowght is that even i Rulgers ends up as the Big East champion, & has w0 much grownd o
ks up i the BCS standings 1o have 8 chancs o the champesnahip gama But if some of us are
begrudgingty willing (o give Loulswville thes chance, why not Rulgere? R may be far-fetched, but its not

uriprecedenisd

Even in August, many Fgersd Brian Erohm and the Cardinsls to ba & part of
tha natlonasl tithe picture. (Andy Lyond | Gatty [maget)

in 1684 BYLU stened the soason unranked, plepsd 8 WAL schedule that festured no renked leams and won
fhres of those conference games by & touchdown or less. Must'va had 3 big bowd win, ngihd?

Mope, BYL wrapped wp thes first snd only nabional Stle by beating a 8-5 Michigan team in the Holiday Bowl.
The Cougars only played one ranked tesm all seascn long. beaaing Mo 3 PR in the firel gams of the ssason,

Louiswilla's AF renking haading into thair Thursday naght Gl s Rulgers™ Numbsr Swae
Frm niol aaying. 'm just saying

In reslity, & Rutgsn win on Thursdey probably deshes the Big Esst's hapes of geining the much-nesded
egitimacy a nabonal title appearance could prowide. Bud it still provides the conferences the opportunity 1o
point and snicker gt the up-in-ams ACC, where Wake Forest and if's all-time winning percentege of Y00 s
leading all the Big East dalecion who suppobedly decimaled the leagus

Are afvy of this year's non-trads belier than amy of the one-loss gants? Probalbly nol, but i meghl puest be Gme
i fimd Ut
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